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The total Federal, State, and local adult
correctional population — incarcerated
or in the community — grew by 147,700
during 2001 to reach a new high of
nearly 6.6 million. About 3.1% of the
U.S. adult population, or 1 in every 32
adults, were incarcerated or on proba-
tion or parole at yearend 2001.

A total of 3,932,751 adult men and
women were on probation at yearend
2001, representing a growth of 2.8%
during the year. The adult parole
population grew 1.0%, rising to a total
of 731,147 by December 31, 2001.
Since 1995 the parole population has
been the slowest growing correctional
population, up 1.2% per year, com-
pared to jails (up 3.7% annually)
prisons (up 3.6% annually), and proba-
tion (up 3.4% annually).

Persons under adult correctional supervision, 1990, 1995-2001

Total estimated

correctional Community supervision Incarceration
Year population® Probation Parole Jail Prison
1990 4,350,300 2,670,234 531,407 405,320 743,382
1995 5,342,900 3,077,861 679,421 507,044 1,078,542
1996 5,490,700 3,164,996 679,733 518,492 1,127,528
1997° 5,734,900 3,296,513 694,787 567,079 1,176,564
1998° 6,134,200 3,670,441 696,385 592,462 1,224,469
1999° 6,340,800 3,779,922 714,457 605,943 1,287,172
2000 6,445,100 3,826,209 723,898 621,149 1,316,333
2001 6,592,800 3,932,751 731,147 631,240 1,330,980
Percent change
2000-01 2.3% 2.8% 1.0% 1.6% 1.1%
Average annual
percent change
1995-2001 3.6% 3.4% 1.2% 3.7% 3.6%

Note: Counts are for December 31, except for jail counts, which are for June 30. Jail and prison
counts include inmates held in private facilities. Totals in 1998 through 2001 exclude probation-
ers held in jail or prison.

2Because some offenders may have multiple statuses, totals were rounded to the nearest 100.
®Coverage of probation agencies was expanded. For counts based on the same reporting
agencies, use 3,266,837 in 1997 (to compare with 1996); 3,417,613 in 1998 (to compare with
1997); and 3,773,624 in 1999 (to compare with 1998). The average annual percent change was
adjusted for the change in coverage.

Highlights

Probation —

annual growth of 3.4% since 1995.

e The adult probation population grew 2.8% in 2001, an
increase of 106,542 probationers, less than the average

e 53% of all probationers had been convicted of a felony,
45% of a misdemeanor, and 1% of other infractions.
Twenty-five percent were on probation for a drug law
violation, and 18% for driving while intoxicated.

Parole —
e Overall, the Nation's parole population grew by about
7,250 in 2001, or 1.0%.

e Mandatory releases from prison as a result of a
sentencing statute or good-time provision comprised
55% of those entering parole in 2001; in 1995 they
were 45%.

o Atotal of 11 States had double-digit increases in their

e Four States had an increase of 10% or more in their
probation population in 2001, led by Maine (up 15%) and
Colorado, Kentucky, and Virginia (all up 12%). The adult
probation population decreased in 17 States, led by
Nevada with the only double-digit decrease (down 14%).

¢ Idaho had the highest rate of probationers per 100,000
residents, 3,747; New Hampshire had the lowest, 385.

parole population in 2001. Two States had a parole
population increase of 20% or more: Oklahoma, up
87%, and Idaho, up 20%.

e Seventeen States had a decrease in their parole popula-
tion. Two States — West Virginia (down 16%) and North
Carolina (down 12%) — had a decrease of more than 10%.
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